
DIOCESE OF VENICE

CATECHIST CERTIFICATION APPLICATION
FORM 1

I. APPLICANT

Name (Title): __________________________________                  Phone:_______________________        

Address:    _______________________________          Parish/School:______________________       
                                                                                            
                _______________________________

II.  CATECHIST CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

A.    Information requested on this application refers to the booklet Catechists In Our Time: Guidelines for Faith               
      Development and Certification of Catechists. Before completing this form, applicants should be familiar with the        
      document, especially Sections II, III, and V.

B.   Persons seeking certification in the Diocese of Venice may apply for one of the three (3) levels listed below. Among
       the total number of Christian formation hours or academic credits, the applicant needs a minimum number of 
       Christian formation hours or academic credits in each Area of Growth.

C.    The Areas of Growth are:  
              
               [A] Biblical:                  Catechists study scripture as a source inseparable from the Christian message.
              
               [B] Liturgical/Spiritual: Catechists develop their own spiritual and faith life, practice and celebration and share
                                                   this with those with whom they walk on the faith journey. The connection between
                                                   liturgy and catechesis is emphasized.
              
               [C] Ecclesial:               Catechists study doctrine and creedal formulations and witness to Christian moral
                                                   living. Social justice and multi-cultural issues are included.
              
                [D] Natural:                Catechists respond to opportunities to examine the signs of the times and to interpret
                                                   them in the light of the Gospel. This study includes the arts, human development, and
                                                   methodologies.

D.   The total number of hours or academic credits needed for each level and the required minimum in each Area of
       Growth are as follows:
             Catechist Certification:                           40  clock hours with at least 10 hours in each Area of Growth
             Advanced Catechist Certification:        100  clock hours distributed among the Areas of Growth
             Professional Catechist Certification:      18  academic credits in religious studies with at least 2 credits in each
                                                                                  Area of Growth

E.     Section VIII is to be signed by one of the following persons where the applicant is involved or intends to be 
        involved, as a Catechist: Pastor, officially recognized DRE/CRE/ARE, Catholic School Principal or Catholic High
        School Religion Department Chairperson.

Refer questions about this application to the Catechetical Office, Department of Education, 941-484-9543. 

III.   CERTIFICATION INFORMATION

Level applying:  9 Basic Catechist Certificate                 Application is:  9 Initial application [for any level of certification]
                          9 Advanced Catechist Certificate                                  9 Renewal of current level of certification
                          9 Professional Catechist Certificate                              9 Advancement to another level of certification

If application is for renewal or advancement, please indicate the date present certificate was granted:_______________
                                                                                                                                                                      (Month/Year)       
                           



IV.  WORKSHOPS, INSTITUTES OR OTHER EVENTS APPROVED FOR CATECHIST CERTIFICATION
[Those who have a Bachelor/Graduate Degree in Religious Education or Theology proceed to Section V]

Area Date 
[Month/Year]

Title of course/workshop Leader’s Name Place Christian
Formation

Hours

Academic
College 
Credits

A

SCRIPTURE

B

LITURGICAL/
SPIRITUAL

(At least 5 in 
 Liturgy)

C

Ecclesial

D

Natural

IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED, PLEASE USE A SEPARATE SHEET AND ATTACH IT SECURELY TO THIS APPLICATION



V. BACHELOR/GRADUATE DEGREE IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OR THEOLOGY
Complete if applying for Professional Catechist Certification. Refer to Section 5.3: Catechists In Our Time

Degree Earned: ____________________________    College/University: ____________________________________

Date Granted:______________________________    Area of Concentration: _________________________________

Please attach to this application a copy of the transcript from the College/University. If the degree was granted before
1975, indicate in Section IV how you have continued your development in each of the four Areas of Growth described
on page one

VI. CATECHETICAL EXPERIENCE

                                                          KIND                                                                                          YEARS
____________________________________________________________________    _________________________

____________________________________________________________________    _________________________

____________________________________________________________________    _________________________

____________________________________________________________________    _________________________

VII. TESTIMONY OF APPLICANT

The information in this application form is an accurate description of the formational and educational experiences in
which I have participated. I am an active Catholic who is able to participate fully in the sacramental life of the Church. I
will strive to serve as a catechist and share the Catholic faith in accord with the policies and regulations of the Diocese
of Venice.

______________________________                   ______________________________________________________     
                      Date                                                                                              Signature

VIII.  RECOMMENDATION OF APPLICANT

[This section is to be reviewed and approved by one of the following persons where the applicant is involved, or intends
to be involved, as a Catechist: Pastor, officially recognized DRE/CRE/ARE, Catholic School Principal, Catholic High
School Religion Department Chairperson.]

       I know the applicant personally and attest that the applicant is an active Catholic who is able to participate fully
       in the sacramental life of the Church and that the applicant has the personal qualities expected of those who
       serve as Catechists as described in Section II in the Diocesan regulations, Catechists In Our Time. I have also
       reviewed this application form and attest that it is an accurate description of the formational and educational
       experiences in which the applicant has participated.

      ____________________________________        __________________________________________________
                                   Date                                                                                   Signature
     
      ____________________________________        __________________________________________________
                           Parish/School                                                                                  Title
     

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

 Level of Certification Granted:   9 B.C.C.       9 A.C.C.        9 P.C.C.     Valid through (Date):____________________
 
_________________________________________________                  _____________________________________
                             Staff Person                                                                                           Date Approved

Notification sent: ______________________________      By: _____________________________________________

                                                     Forward to:    Department of Education
                                                                           Office of Catechetical Ministry
                                                                           1000 Pinebrook Road
                                                                           Venice, Florida 34292                                                                       Rev. 08/03


